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Subject: Stabblng of two PortugueBe soldlers by-
MAasE. Stanlev Bertreu ' 2o2-93-r7 ' stMLa,
o--A f*, on- tbe evening of February. 16 '
f944, .t Eorta, !'aya1, Azores - Report of'

of the men olx watcb, bad any oognlzauce of their leavlng'
As a resul.t of tbis tnclde!'t, a tbird arBed securlty waten
has been statloned on and ar6und the vlol$ity of tbe sterD'

. Ad btt! boats are forbldde8 to oone alongslde at auytiu€'
ror i"""i"!tia" lblp on unautb.ollzed liberty, ald as it,was

been auarded
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le, aH*"-
4t .c.w. \\ErtE,

Copy to :
BuPerg
Consertr'orlant
SBN0 Eorta.
s0?A
Alaeri can l'{arttlne Delegate.
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Stabblng of two Portuguese. sofdiers by

ffi "$-ilI'J:t.;*;:'#;4:1=ipiiti;,
releasedr a&d tbe servloes of Dostor Mesquita were terninated'

3. rhe knlre *""u,|g;S'il#iriil3luffiurT?It'i3"""
hif e, 

-I 'ebl.ch 
he ad&itted ca
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Sub i est :

slrip.

J*d;s**#5-':i"i'$ikl!l*:f*!ii*'t$*il*i-**
p!1or io salllng.
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Stabbing of tvJo Portuguese Soldlers by
UAISH, Stanley Sertren. ZOe-gj-t?. StiUc.
Y:9, U${itr on the eyeD.ilg of February 16j
LY44, aA Horta, FayaL, Azores - Report of.

pollce, wlth the ald of a.! llterpretor, ir1 t!.e foJ,lowlBg
order: Busby, Perurenter, Conbs, iordon. ?oDovloh. Molxturlarn, o' oirn"eu, ana rraarsn. 

-' 
rn" 

- 
i""3 

"iilii 
ioo-' 

"iiii"""aulxti.l approxLoately 2300 the same evenirls. dheD it ryas
adjourn€d urtll 0900 lebruary Ig, L9l+4. 

-;.t 
the tiee of

ad.Jour!.lng, all atatenerts ULA Ui,en heard ercept O r tronaell
and idarsh. The flrst seves ne!., with the erceltlon of
Joldon, were then released and ieturned to th€- shlp. Jord.on
was held as a eaterlal wLtness. At OgOO !,ebruary ig, t944, tle
lDvestlgatlotr was reo1len'ed, wlth tb.e iane people- pre6ent ai
mentloled before. 0rDonnellrs statement wai tikeni afrer
whlch he_was .relees€d, and tben Marsh was Urougni'f!. At first
!e qenJ.eo everything, saylng he had. no k[1fe, saw l1o soldiers,
eto.- Accordjr]g to hls statenent, b.e had lefi hls knlfe on
bis bu-Ek-o! tle :!1p. The invesiigation was t.ben teraporarily
ad.journed, and. all preseDt proceeded. to the spot Bear the
ooa!..larolrg where, accordLng to Jordons stateBent. l l8 rsh
u.ad rnrown hls knlfe i[ t.t]e vrater. A aiver vyas enlaged to
:99r9h {oI the knlfe, a!d, whlte thie was going on, tbe
_C-hlef . of Po1lce, a Mr. I,eles_, assistant to-the-Aneiican
Marillne Delegate, uho acted tenporarily as interp-cetor, and
nyserl went-to the sblp anal searched Varshrs bu!-k, locker,
and surroundllg vlcinlty for the knlfe. Ue did. not, fl ld it,
w-orctr corJ-aborated witb aLl the stateeeats of the otber elqht
een, as-they saw him weerj.ng hls knlfe wb.ile ln tou[. ]Ihei
we xeJol4ed the renaindor oi the investigatine eroup. it ras
deoided. to take ldarsh to the .hosfital foi posJiEte ideatlficat_
J.,oll by the wourded sold.ier. Upoi al'xlval at the hospttal,
Marsh and Jordon were taken to-the trard in wblsh the- wou.nded
soldler Lay,.a!+, ln.the presence of tbe lnvestigatlng party,
ie (the soldler) posltively a!.d l.nstartaneously id.eatifiea
xlarsh as the assailarxt of both hie. and his deail companiot. fhegroup then prooeeded to tbe sireet on vr.b.lch the crlie was
coTi]tted, uith. intentlons of locating tlre slot on whicb the
stabbing occured. llowever, as 1t tvas-qulte 

-dark 
at tb.e time

of the inclde.Bt, ait d noae of the men ldvoLved had pr€viousll,
been ashore in toun, tl.e exact loeation vras not asiertaiaed..
Returnj.ng to the poJ.ice station, ldarsh was agaln questloned,
ard,. colfronted wlth atl t.he evidence agalnsC him,' Ln ad.dition

- - [

to  b ls . t ros i t ive ident i f icat lon by the i ; jured so la ier .  ne
j  eo,

s

soLglgte,*
bou.!.d over

tben belrxg conpleted, liarsh was
trlal and sentence, Jori6E-TFS-

The invest lgation
to th€ lollce for
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SubJec t : ,Stabb_llrg. of- two }ortuguese soJdiers by
iff-o+-ij."19y. Bertrelx, zoz_93-r7 , stfuc,
,"1?l ,]1"* 9l the eve!.ins of Febniary t6iL>+4, ar Horta, Fayal-, Azotes _ i leport oi.

Portuguese soldler had be

i ii{:iii;'titi#,- ts' r*xff ri}h!:"i":il*: }}$Ti;;rne crt4e, I luned.iatelv-we"t to-ir,"-p6u"iTiiii-ii, 
"a"="r! vras declded by the co;mandant of thi lorice, 

-ii i-uomnanaant,.J, ll3.I.",tre":::-q,v *:;:T;t,fo*i;+f iiffi "H:,;itr*"""" 
"

fF;l:g;f S; li-*i' 
"iiil-.r, 1030 Fe bruary 12, 1e44, noro.i ne

iiifrli:fig !i8.3"*, 3ti i"*n;"rli;t ;ii; j*":if;:t;;#- ""
Siin: 

o"t J.earned nothin! r"or [rrrr.-- iJlli-iut*iioJa t; tiru

fl*i,i,ff :i*i:*:di!!:i::ruf "lli"x#*;I:",}ti,3{ifi ii!.'",
ffi ll "#'ffi $i"".ii Hli: - y"o is. trrE-i eaii,G -ii ti.nev or
1-gvr riren re rnc n'eidl-aili;i "fi""i"li3lt:, "i";l:.tilL#"li "."
i:ftsiq. t.":"t:r::f;::]"i"!a :l;,:ilriui L,;:s. 3;sf;li ;l13_1r:? inf orned or tne' incldeni, 

-fia-"i;;""i6i"i1J..up"u""or_
allye lvas present - durlng the entii,e lor.ultf 

"utio"l*-or rhe chier ii"""ttl33tlfi.!ion. besan et 1o3o rn the orrlce
coomaodant 

"r"ii"ni3iit!" 
or the rollowlnsl

Chlef of police.
Dr. Antonlo Iavier de Mesoulta.
Eugo Xavier de Mesquitaj iwao-icteA as inrerpxetor)H!"t;!;',1,*;i, ;,:"ggi;*;": *:*ii:;i"Hf i' "' " """

gt:^:3:l "eyli?,J' "$;, 3lll3 *l,lf ::*1, ",;;";.ilil!iiilf i"ii'?it ilxiut"t,.,',:'*i.ii"iiijiiiis:iii"*,,
consequently there vres no l
II: : :!t ?i ihe i;;e;;is;;i;ii:"Tri* +T{,ff ,#;i+:1.:;io"

ii]#i3liliiift "f""ff'::l;iffi 
"H':'l*: 

r;; 
"i"-i"lriiai -'iiii"o

i{i;jiiil*f.lh.3'i"ffi !:;3 *.%:!,i:-'*"*:5"#ff , :t.,
iilFi:iiil:ii":,:ff "si'.la,l*t Fru*;*l*"!"*;n$"aoove nentioled l)eople pres*ri; ;:iillr ;iJ:irl.':fl ;r-::*'d;:":ii,:#*"ii#lii;;:'u"

-3-
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Subjeet : 'Stabblng, of_ two portuguese So-tdiers bu

],-:il"i:i;::iil,lE'liE"'i.!03;'?;ik"ili;:Ly44, at Horta, trayal, Aiores _ aepoi,t oi.

Durb''| '. a'd xto,'. passe. the soldl€rs, and wh6n t.bc sol.lersca.lxe abreast of liarsh andsldewalk, 
"uon "i"-iulil 

'rordon' Jordo! stepped off the
on the sideual[, l"*;;; "-:lt"e. feet wide, but Marsh xenalned

( iEiidiifi'i"trrxiiili{ '*

\

:ili:tli:iiilii :it.ffi i#:,i:i:::.k;:ilir*;r#il'
laelr statelxent I the-y saws.b,eath, v,h.ich ;; ;";'d;;-i:i"l "9lu.l 

the knlre to irsgg;iui;1*i5:ffiu;'fu "il*fiiri"'i:iii':li #i*r".*lnereafter Jordon and l\irs
19.9: ru..!: p""""a iopioilulTsiffi; :*%g:"ff1"i"":i?-
ii:l*lil"l*li"iH: fi :l:.d.::H:il:;iffi "Fi;i?!"*,".!oc_water, and dlsposcd of.lne.sleath, the dlspositlon of
Y:l9n Yui. not bfought out l!-the tnvestlgatlo!, At the

iili:lir:ili,i"i:;:, ":l:"qt":;Ti" ;ij;i3;iT,!r:;*i:::"".
!,u.J-rtary Authorities. and

""". -:, lli;lllii;;"6, #,il:ff :'"ff o;:""3:i*;"i'ili"B;,0"werc conirxe alone 6ehlnd tr"-6 tili il", "i-" "iliEillfi hi"f3i*r"u.as the street was narrow a.

t$ iii$;"#i*f-,*ii^ f1i#'l'H'13*"5;""f f, "';"il.la"
iilli;*i:iliiif s*:ti.,[l:i"'l;dlt*;;*! !ft !il:::;:Tri",ona_ stabbed was ellead_y d.e{to.ok.the. second ;;i;i"-; i;iS,"";":H$ li$"T: ll5"lroifr:"0.'
iiiil:iiil*ri':"fi H"{l;i-iliii1.f "**nrii{*" ilj tru,aocollparlcd by an Xnsllsh s
:::T. : "Ai "ni" ""q-u!!i-ii"""$:fiuil:3"oi,X;"31ri3,i"fifl3"l'"#ltrupon the soene ag they v,rereii"-"i"i" "iEii i 3i",i"i{'.l"i3rlil:ilf"'ii,:::g*", 3,.i:"r3if 13"0,
chrer enstl::l,'*f 3":";:$:'kili,',?fl'oiu,ii"i":gil:;1, o{"3t""

-2-
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tr'rom! Concna.ndhg Offlcer.'ro : The chlef of Na]/al oDerati.ons.

.\,$-ii: )!il)ft31!t.
,'4t::l'::\1:!LZ:,

2L lebruary 1944.

CouEander, U.S. $aval Forces, .Azores.

-*g!!f"e of two Portu€uese Soldiers by
MARSE, Stad-ey Bertren, 202-93-1?, Slii lc.
V-6, USNR, on the eve!1ng of .f,etniary :.6,
-1944, at llorta, -Eayal, Azores - Report of.

t

' l. IthLle leylrg at alcF.or ln Eorta Bay, Faya].,
.A.zores o!. t!.e lxleht of- Iebnrary 16, fgLU, tbe foiiowiirg 

'
!a&ed &.e! left the shlp orr unsirthg;j_zadjlhe.ty a! approx_
tmately 2030 by ueatrs of b6'-foats !

BuSBy, K.I., 6IA-42-26. n{3c. USNR.pEmEI\irER, T.r,V., 829-2i_9r. ir[3c. USr,tR.
coMBs, n.R., 852_03_60, Slc. USNit.
JoR.DC[i, p.H., 268_L3_5L, Stlir2c. tSN.popovrcE, r., 6f5-38_t5: !,Ic. USNR.
or DoNNErr, c.R., 851_97_80. SZc. Usin.

ON, L.y. , 707_9j_It+, I 'to.'USNR:
DI?IIAM, W.D., IJ'., 653_89_88, s1o. US,IR.

---,- (-1r!ffi8;1s.B., 202_91_17, SIVJ;, US.IR., __ _,_J

Upon reacblng the towr of Horta, the above named, me4
proceeded to a bar at t.he far eid of torn. At approa-
lTte1y-2300 tbey becane engaged ln a brawl vith:i. group
of ErgLish sailors, and ia lhe elsulnq atruqale two-
?oxtuguese soldlers beoa.ne lnvolveil. 1s a i6sult of this,
a- large group of Portuguese soldiers closed. in, and the
above rxaued nen left tbe struggle atd, started 6aok to tbe
ship. Although they had a1I bJen drlnklng durlrg the
eveaiagr o_nl-y M9n flas intoxlcated". On tbair i{ay baok to
!-be 

qllpr_ Popoviob. aad Durhan were in tbe lead i:aFying
Mo!, llarsh s,!d Jordon were approxl'laaiely thirty feei te-
bind thes, and. OrDonneII, perfrenter, fuiUy, ani Co{ibs were
approxrlately one .hundr€d. to one bundred aid fifty yarils
behlnd l4arsh and JordoD.. About halfway to the bo;.t'1arding,
tle group met tyro Poxtuguese soldlers,'wbo had. not been neii
the scene of the prevlotrs figlitl.ng, c6ning down the st.reet
1& the opposl.te dlrectlon. gbe l;adlrg gtoup, ?oporlch,


