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ACTION REPORT

USS PARTRIDGE ATO 138

NO SERIAL 29 JULY 1944

ACTION REPORT - USS PARTRIDGE - LOSS OF

COVERS TORPEDOING AND SINKING
OF SHIP BY GERMAN E-BOAT ON _
11 JUNE 1944 WHILE EN ROUTE TO
NORMANDY - TASK FORCE 128

84511
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To:
Subject:
1.
CominCh
F-105; F
Vice CNO
Op-02; ©

BuPers (Page 1 and

BuShips

Naval War College
General Board

Naval Alde

UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

11 September 1944

F:H-gn MEMORANDUM
s g

F-48

Secret Mail Room.

Distribution of CO USS PARTRIDGE letter of 29 July
1944, Serial omitted. (Subject: Action Report of
Loss of Ship -1 June 1944 - Normandy, FRANCE.)

fubject report distributed as follows:

Please have

-48; F-30; #-46; FX-413

p-16; Op4)6E; Op=20G; Op-23
cl. (A) only)

(WESTERETSIN B

to the President

~ s e aTnL,

BURN WHEN NO LONGER REQUIRED
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U.5.5. PARTRIDGE (470-138)
cf/o Fle=t Postoffice
New York City, N.Y.

fu-i " [ e
o | . . i e, 5 | T q
§—E-C-R-B-T 29 July 1944 ;
|
From: The Commanding Officer. '
Tos Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet. : '.
. |
Via: (1) Commander Tug Control (CTG 128,6) |
(2) Commander Naval Forces in Burove. : ]
ot Subject: Action Report: U.S.S. PARTRIDGE ~ loss of.
- Reference: (a) Article 712, U, S, Navy Regulations.
(b) Navel Commander Western Task Force Operation
Order 2-ul, (ONWEST TWO)
Enclosures: (A) Casualty Report, subnitted by Chief Machintst J. K. Bradley,
j U. S. N., Chief Engineer, U.S5.5. PARTRIDCGE, -p,3
(B) Communication Report, gubmitted by Znsign T. B. Buffum,
U. S. N. B-. Communication Officer, UsS.S, PAMRIDGE. f,é
1. In compliance with reference (2), the following report is

submitted:

At eporoximately 0500 June 10, 194k, tne U.S.3. PARTRIDGH, a
member of ther Towing Unit, as stipulated in reference (b), left
Portsmouth, England, enroute te U, S. sector of the French coast with a whale
unit in tow., T he PARTRIDGE wes in company with five other tugs with tows,
and the second ship in celurm, All went well, with no unusual incidences
occuring until about 0200 Jups 11, 1944, when = flurry of 20 MM. trocer fire
was seen well back on the sterpoard quarter. Ie shios or wales could be seen,
and the distance was indeterminable. At this time general quarters was sounded ,
battle stations were manned. At arproxim: tely 0215 the shir was rocked by a

. tremendous explosion, and sank in forty(U40) to sixty (60) seconds. First
impressions were that the ship had struck & mine, as there were no enemy vessels
jetected ot the time of the explesion. 1t was 1ater confirmed that the ship had
been hit by & torpedo from a German E-boat. As the shivp was in condition atle
at this time, it is believed the torpedo struck portside amidships in the
vicinity of the fireroom, expleding the boilers ~nd the magazine, and thereby
causinz it to 8ink so rapidly. The survivors were rescued by the H.M.C.S.
FRESCOTT, -nd were afforded excellent care and treatment while aboerd that
vessel., The ship was sunk approximately ten rilege’f the coast of France.

275 The following officers and men performed outstanding work.in the
rescue of survivors and are commended for their actionsi

FILME“ Ensisn Thomas B, Buffum, Jr., USNR 8 1047
Ch. Mach. Jesse K, Bradley, USK '

DOYOVAYN, Timothy J., QM 2/c USHER
© g8a511 DCUGHERTY, d11ie C., S¥ 2/c USHR
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U.5.5. PARTRIDGE (ATO - 138)
c/o Fleet Postoffice
‘ New York City, N.Y.
gi‘; . 1944
Ste~c-r—e-t 9 9

1 records, and pay ~ccounts of all
NAVAL AMFHIBIOUS RECEIVING BASE,
but all ships records

e The service records, healt!
personnel were placed ashore at the T B
VICARAGZ BARRACKS, Ply outh, Devon, prier to sailing,
and lozs were lost.

u, Enclosures (A) and (B) are herewith forwarded for you

and guidance.

ames C. W .J%ﬁzz;%é

ite

Lieut., U.S.1.Re

ccy COM SIR FCR LANT

r information



@ ENCLOSURE A

U.5.3. PARTRIDGE ATO-138

Fils P=6
23 June 1944
C—O-N=P- TP E-N-T-T-A-L
From: Senior Officer Present, U.S.3. PARTRIDGZ.
dL Commander, U.S.Naval Forces in Zurope.
Subjs Casualty Report for U.S.5. FARTRIDGE (ATO-138).
Ref: (e) Art. 1138 Navy Rezulations.
242 In accordance wi th reference (a) the following report is
gubnitted for the subject named vessel:
DEAD
COONELY, Jessph P., oo Ne 2. Bes'n., D-M
BEAL, Lloyd G., g3 64 17 StMle '
OSSMAN, Joseph (n) 295 96 5% CBM(FA)
150, Vernon G., 331 4o U6 5Cle
PRILLAMAN, Clarence F,, 265 85 03 CKlc
WOUNDED
WHITE, James C.W., U. 5. N. R. Lieutenant
AYERS, Paul E., IO S TR, R Lieuten=nt (jeg)
BUFFUM, Thomas B., Jr. Usena N, Ha Ensign
RICH, Uichael B., Jr, U« S. Ne R, Ensizn
ALTABEY, San I., 664 17 22 29C il
AMES, Williard H., Jr. 411 16 10 Siile
CLEMENTS, William F., 23 T4 51 Wlle
DOUGHKRTY, ®llis C., f14 50 12 SFac
FAY, Jonn F., 710 38 53 8lc
FIENZY, Joseph P., 705 3% 75 SM2c
FREWIAN, William G., 306 24 66 Slc
GARDENZER, Virgil H., 757 57 Hi Cif3c
GEOWILLAS, Voctor J., 647 o4 96 RM2¢
JACOBSON, Henry 0., 211 69 29 Bkr3c
JAKUBCZAK, Frank J., 609 11 36 Slc
KIRKMaN, Dalton, C,, 656 84 A9 Ci2e
KIRBY, Zrnest (n) 835 52 U6 MM3c -
MENDELLO, Joseph F., B3 33 5g slc
MENDELLO, Angelo J., 643735 51 sle
MENARD, Stanlsey C., 761 09 61 slc
ME'ZBR, John O., 811 18 23 Slc
MIshaLL, Joseph H., 802 13 85 Slc
MESSINA, Agzostine (n) g12 12 52 S 1le
209 62 U Sle

NMORDING, Reobert J.,
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C—O=ii=F=l=D=B=l=T-I-A~L

sSubj. Casualty Report - continued.
WOUNDED
JUCIFURA, Vincent M., 209 61 T0
NUTT, Jeseph (n) 761 86 34
O'BRIEN, James (n) 30% 61 66
O'NEAL, Roy P., ghl 21 T3
PICOTT, Joseph S., 275 16 02
RIKER, Albert W., g08 71 T4
ROBBINS, James W., 328 68 86
SMITH, William W., 706 64 13
SMITH, Lloyd T., 833 77 25
%185 ING

ALLTN, Wilbur A., G2 g1 16
BURZYNSKI, Mieczysleus 212 68 10
CASEY, James H., 312 08 00
COSTON, Leroy Jr., 830 55 16
DENNIS, Frank J., 614 71 50
DENT, Horace G., g35 63 13
DIX, Harry M., 705 36 59
DOYLE, CHARLES (n) 300 31 12
DOYLE, Frenk H., g1l 15 13
DUNCAN, George L., 705 30 9b
FRPTLR, Clarence M., JT. gle 80 77
FILIZINIA, Henry (n) 835 61 92
GRANDE, Nicholas A., 218 Lo 41
GUTIZRREZ, Zrnest J., 382 21 54
HOWE, Palmer R., : 263 9l bk
JAEGER, Donald J., 211 59 Y49
JOHNSTON, Raymond H., 410 46 87
LANDRY, Raymond J., 645 80 33
MELNICH, John (n) g11 19 07
NORRIS, Robert W., 636 10 L

PALOUYAN, Jaceb (n) 611 00 8

PROSSCHEL, Merris E., g7% 17 61
PROSSER, Pee D., 262 75 03
ROSS, Herschel E., 627 12 62
SCHARER, John M., 403 52 93
SCHOOLEY, Wilmer E., 61l 65 B4
STACK, Bdward J., pu2 20 20
WARD, Eddie L., Jr. 666 45 70
ZAPERT, Alexander F., g11 00 ©9

Slc
Sle
Slc
RdM3c
RdM2c
SK2c
CoxX,
MM2c
Slec

RM3c

Phidlc
M3c
StM3e
Yic
Flc
WT2c
Cox.
Flec .
Wi3c
Fle
slc
F2c
RMlc
WT2e
CM3c
CHM2c
StMlc
Fle
SoM3ec
WI2c
RdM3c
RM2¢c
Flc
Qe
Flc
Bii3c
sC2c
WI3e

27




23 June 1944

C=0-N-F-I-D-E=N-T-I-A-L
Subje ) Camualty Report- centinued.
BE The Personnel listed as Dead were buried at sea, by the

Commarding Officer,. A/Lt.Comdr. W J. McIsaac, R.C.N,V.R., of H.M.C .S5. PRESCOTL.

J. K. BRADLEY, MACH., UsN
USS PARTRIDGE (AT-138)

cc: @rig. & 1 copy te ComNaviu.
CTF 122; Ctf 124; Ctf 125
CeOes UsSe5. PARTRIDGE

C-0—F=Y




From: Thomas B. Buffum, Jr., Ensign, USKR, Commnicatiens
0fficer, U.S.S. PARTRIDGE (ATO-138)

Te: Chief of Naval Operation (DNC-EPS)
subject: Publications, loss of,
Reference: (a) RPs 4(A)
1. On 11 June 1944 the U.5.5. PARTRIDGE (AT0-138) wae torpedoed

and sunk at approximately 0215 while enroute from Britain to France. She
sank within MO to 60 meconds of the time she was hit, about 10 miles off the
French Coast in apnroximately 20 fathoms of water,

2. At the time all publications aboard were in weighted bags in
locked safes in the wardroom or on the bridge.

3e No possibility of compromise existed.

L, Prior to 1 June 1944, all except necessary publications were

put ashore for safe keening. Thase publications have been transferred to
Sub-RPIO, Exeter, UK, Sub-RPIO, Exeter is forwarding a copg of the transfer

report. (Their transaction #193, dated 13 July 1944) :

= All pudblications except those transferred to Sub—RPIO. Exeter,
were lest witn the ship.

6o The Commanding Officer of the U.5.5. PARTRIDGE is hospitalized
and unable to write any reports at this time.

Thomas B. Buffum, Jr.
Ensign, UsNR.

ce: Lt, James C, W, White

(ENCLOSURE B)




